The Power of Maps!

Definitions of the word map:

1. A symbolized image of geographic reality, representing selected features or characteristics, resulting from the creative efforts of cartographers and designed for use when spatial relationships are of special relevance.

2. A spatial representation of reality.

Definition of the word spatial:

· Consisting of at least two dimensions and usually referring to geographic space.

Definition of the word representation:

· Something that stands for something else (in our case, something in the human or physical environment). Therefore, a simplification of the environment; makes “reality” easier to understand.

· Maps show us what we can’t see: temperature.

· Maps represent a multitude of phenomena (more than just road maps)

· Give that maps are diverse, and all around us…how easy is it to read a map?

· There are obvious problems with maps: not everyone feels comfortable using them. 

More things to worry about…

· People who cannot understand maps
· People who forget that maps are a selective representation of what is out in the world
· They are simplifications and generalizations…a subjective selection of what is out in the world

The creation and use of a map affects the various ways in which we think of and view the world.

· Different cultural and social views of the world = different maps

· Nazi maps during WWII – maps as propaganda

One more thing to panic about:

· People who don’t understand how to make or use maps make and use maps!
· First step in understanding maps: how do we come to know the environment around us?

Prototypes: our mind’s have “best examples” of the objects or phenomena in a category.

Categories simplify our environment so we can understand it easily.

· A contradiction?

· We understand better and faster by simplifying and categorizing the world, and how we simplify and categorize varies from person to person and culture to culture.

· Maps are an important means of simplifying and categorizing things so we can understand them.

Symbols and Representation

· Communication: We cannot always point to something when we want to communicate about it, so we need something to stand for these objects: symbols.

· Symbol: A thing representing something else because of relationship, association, convention, or resemblance.

To sum up: 

Maps as visual representations, and their symbols, are important as a means of enhancing and speeding up our understanding of the environment around us.

· Symbols: represent categories (house, road, river) on a map

· The map represents the physical or human environment

· Think of them as means of environmental and understanding and communication

The way we envision or visualize the environment takes two general forms:

1. Tangible Maps: representations of spatial relations on paper or computer screens. For example: Cartographic maps.

2. Intangible Maps: representations of spatial relations in our head. For example: Mental Maps.

