Advanced Placement Human Geography

VII.  Cities and Urban Land Use

B. Origins and evolution of cities

…  Drawing on real world data, you will evaluate the basic principles of Christaller’s Central Place Theory and the underlying concepts of range and threshold.  The case study is based on a hierarchy of five towns in the Piedmont region of western North Carolina.

__________

1) Survey the chart of towns and urban functions.  Also, locate the towns on the map provided.

2) Search the yellow page listings on the Verizon SuperPages [http://www.superpages.com/] to determine the number of business establishments (if any) in your assigned category for each of the five towns.  Be sure that you use the exact wording listed in the chart when searching the database.  Do NOT simply rely on the counts provided at the beginning of the database.  You must examine the actual listings, being sure to count only those businesses with addresses that are actually in the town, since some listings may also include companies that operate regionally or even nationally.  Also, be sure not to count multiple listings at the same address more than once (e.g., a car dealership that sells more than one line of cars may have more than one listing even though it is just one dealership).

3) Enter the number of businesses for each town in the chart.  Then exchange information with other groups until you have data for all nine urban functions.

4) When all data is collected, discuss the results with other members of the class.  Then summarize your findings [typed, one page maximum].  Be sure that you relate your findings to Central Place Theory and the concepts of range and threshold.

Adapted from    http://geography.ou.edu/courses/1103bg/centralplace.html

