	
	Census Tract
	County
	Place
	State

	1
	1016
	Arlington
	Arlington
	Virginia

	2
	1015
	Arlington
	Arlington
	Virginia

	3
	1014
	Arlington
	Arlington
	Virginia

	4
	1013
	Arlington
	Arlington
	Virginia

	5
	4514
	Fairfax
	Falls Church
	Virginia

	6
	5003
	Fairfax
	Falls Church
	Virginia

	7
	4711
	Fairfax
	Falls Church
	Virginia

	8
	4605
	Fairfax
	Falls Church
	Virginia

	9
	4802
	Fairfax
	McLean
	Virginia

	10
	4604
	Fairfax
	Vienna
	Virginia

	11
	4601
	Fairfax
	Vienna
	Virginia

	12
	4803
	Fairfax
	Vienna
	Virginia

	13
	4820
	Fairfax
	Reston
	Virginia

	14
	4819
	Fairfax
	Reston
	Virginia

	15
	4822
	Fairfax
	Reston
	Virginia

	16
	4804
	Fairfax
	Herndon
	Virginia

	17
	6112.05
	Loudoun
	Sterling
	Virginia

	18
	6112.01
	Loudoun
	Sterling
	Virginia

	
	
	
	
	


AP Human Geography

VII. Cities and Urban Land Use

D. Built environment and social space

   … Social and economic patterns in the urban landscape

Sample Urban Transect Census Tracts …

Use American FactFinder on the U.S. Census Bureau web site [ http://www.census.gov ] to develop a profile of your assigned census tract.  Be sure to include the following information       (+ anything else that seems particularly interesting) in your profile:



Population


Age structure/Median age



Race and ethnicity

Foreign-born

Median income levels

Poverty level



Education level


Households/Families



Age/Size of housing

Median house value/median rent



Place of work


Travel time to work/method of travel

Start your research with “Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF3).”  Additional information can be found in other tables, as well.

Present your data in the form of a table.  Also, print a copy of the tract map.

Be prepared to discuss your census tract in class.

AP Human Geography – Urban Field Trip 

	1) As we depart DC via the Key Bridge, look back at the DC skyline and ahead at the Rosslyn skyline.  How do these skylines differ? 
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Key Bridge to Ft. Meyer Drive to Wilson Boulevard

	2) As we turn up Wilson Blvd., notice the Safeway on the right.  How is this Safeway a reflection of urban development in Rosslyn?
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Stop #1.  Colonial Village Strip Mall at Wilson & Quinn

	3) We will stop briefly at this early (1930s) example of a strip mall designed to accommodate the automobile.  How many different periods of urban/suburban development can you identify?  What clues do you detect in the landscape?

· Tract # 1016
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Continue on Wilson Blvd.

	4) Notice the Colonial Village complex on the right.  Built in the 1930s, this complex once marked the edge of suburban expansion.  What landscape characteristics provide clues to the age of this complex?
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Stop #2.  Clarendon Metro Station on Wilson Blvd.

	5) The Clarendon area of Arlington is a “zone in transition.”  Identify at least 4 different examples of evidence in support of this statement.

· Tract #1015
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Continue on Wilson Blvd.  

	6) As we approach Ballston Commons, notice the mix in architectural styles.  What accounts for the high-density development around Ballston?  Notice the different types of land use.

· Tract #1014
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Continue on Wilson Blvd. across Glebe Road

	7) As we approach Glebe Rd., notice the art-deco building housing a car dealership to the right.  Also notice the abrupt change in land use as we cross Glebe Rd.  What might account for this change?
· Tract # 1013
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Stop # 3.  Eden Center on Wilson Blvd. near 7-Corners/Falls Church

	8) This converted shopping center is a good example of “invasion and succession.”  Relate this center to Stop #2.  How do you account for the shift of ethnic commercial activity from Clarendon to here?

· Tract #4514


	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	

	9) Stroll through the center, observing unique cultural charac-teristics, especially in the grocery store.  

    Before we leave the parking lot, look across to the east at other nearby commercial developments.  What similarities/contrasts do you observe?
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Return to Wilson Blvd.  and turn west onto Leesburg Pike (Rte. 7)

	10) As we turn west onto Leesburg Pike, we enter the town of Falls Church.  Notice the change in street names as soon as we enter the town limits.  What does this tell you?  Look for clues to a shift in ethnic population.

· Tract 5003
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Continue through Falls Church on Rte. 7

	11) What historical evidence offers clues to the age and story of this incorporated town?  Look for historical landmarks.  Notice the Washington & Old Dominion Railroad overpass.  How is it used now?  Notice variations in commercial land use.


	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Continue on Rte. 7 toward the I-495 intersection

	12) As we proceed west on Rte. 7, notice the change in land use – both commercial and residential.

· Tract #4711

Approaching the Beltway, what changes do you observe?

· Tract #4605
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Continue on Rte. 7 across I-495 to International Drive (at Tysons Corner)

	13) Here in the heart of the original “Edge City,” notice the mix of commercial, retail, and residential land use.  How does land use accommodate the car?  Notice the different “signature” of Tysons II.
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	International Drive to Westpark Drive

	14) As we turn onto Westpark Dr., notice the mix of commercial and residential land use.  What is the nature of the commercial activity here?  Look at the company names for clues.  

· Tract # 4802
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Westpark Dr. to Tysons Blvd. to Rte. 123

	15) As Rte. 123 crosses over Rte. 7, we enter the edge of the town of Vienna.  Notice the postmodern design of some of the office buildings.  How does the character of the place change as we cross over Rte. 7?


	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Rte. 123 to Gosnell Road

	16) As we turn onto Gosnell Rd., notice the residential land use.  What changes do you observe?

· Tract # 4604 
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Gosnell Rd. to Rte. 7 West

	17) As we continue west on Rte. 7, notice the patterns of commercial land use.  Why do you think there is such a high concentration of auto dealerships?
· Tract #4601
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Continue on Rte. 7 West

	18) Notice the change in residential land use.  How might you characterize the houses visible from the road?
· Tract # 4803

Also notice historic Colvin Mill.  Why is located here?
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Rte. 7 to Baron Cameron Avenue to Wiehle Avenue (Reston)

	19) Reston was one of two early planned communities in the DC metropolitan area.  

· Tract # 4820

We will first drive through the older part of Reston.  Note the housing styles and land use patterns.

· Tract # 4819
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Wiehle Avenue to Sunset Hills Road to Reston Parkway

	20) As we approach Reston Parkway, notice the distance-learning center (U. of Phoenix) on the left.  Why do universities locate remote campuses in the suburbs?  Watch for other examples as we continue.

· Tract # 4822
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Stop # 4.  Reston Town Center

	21) Opened in 1990, the Reston Town Center is a recreation of an old downtown, with postmodern design.   Is the Town Center really “new” or can you find themes we have seen before?
· We will stop here for about an hour for lunch.
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From Reston Town Center back to Reston Parkway to Rte. 7 West

	22) As we leave the Town Center, notice how this area of Reston is different form the old section.  How has “size” changed here compared to the old section of Reston?
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Continue West on Rte. 7 toward Loudoun County

	23) As we continue west on Rte. 7, watch for the ultimate TOHOP on the left and the Saudi Academy on the right.  What do these structures tell us about this place?
· Tract # 4804
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Rte. 7 to Potomac View Road

	24) We are now in Loudoun County, 3rd fastest growing county in the country.  What evidence of rapid growth do you observe?  We are entering the Cascades, a planned community of the 1990s.  In what ways is it different from Reston?

· Tract # 6112.05
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Potomac View Rd. to Algonkian Parkway to Cascades Parkway

	25) Notice the mixed residential land use in Cascades – townhomes, assisted living, and single family homes.

· Tract # 6112.01


	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Stop # 5.  Cascades Town Center

	26) Observe the design and stores in the Cascades Town Center.  How is it different from the Reston Town Center?  Relate this difference to the population profiles for each place.

· This is the final stop, so get a snack if you need one.
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Cascades Town Center to Rte. 7 East and back to school

	27) We will be backtracking part of the way back to school.  Take advantage of this to have a second look at some of the places we passed earlier.


	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Use the space below to record additional observations and to note examples of other landscape elements discussed in class.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


