Are urban models found in the real world?

Thanks to Sharon Shelerud

Burnsville, MN

After students have been introduced to the Burgess, Hoyt and Multi – Nuclei models, I used this lesson to have them apply these models to the real world.

Procedure:

1. Put students into pairs.

2.  Give each pair a road map of a U.S. or world city.  I obtained these maps from my local    Triple A.

3.  On a piece of white legal paper, have students draw an outline of the shape of the city.  Students should also draw in major physical features and major roadways/rail lines, etc.

4.  Once the have done this, students should use Google Earth, to determine where the CBD, area of transitions, different socioeconomic housing, etc. are located.  Using symbols or colors students then place these areas on their outline map.  Some students will need to Google their city in order to get a better idea of what they are seeing on Google Earth.

5.  Once they have drawn in or colored in the various areas of their city, they will compare the lay out of their city to the three urban models.

6.  On a second white legal sheet of paper they will draw the model that best fits the lay out of their city.
7.  Students will then answer the following questions:
      Which one best fits your city?  Why?

       Is that the best lay out for your city?  Why or why not?

       If your city does not fit any of the models how would you account for that?

       What value are these models in understanding our world??

